
Summary: A DiƯerent Way Forward 
For more than a decade, American families have felt a growing pressure that defies simple explanations. 
Wages rose, yet life became harder. Costs climbed faster than paychecks. Taxes grew more complex, 
more intrusive, and less transparent—yet the national debt continued to expand as a side thought and a 
future problem that will be someone else’s problem. The result is not just an aƯordability crisis, but a 
quiet erosion of economic confidence.  It is now our problem and we need solutions.  This is one part of 
the solution that in its own can also be the total solution with existing proven tools. 

We will look at how we got here and the specific policies that brought the problems with a clear 
evidentiary trail. 

This book begins with a simple question: 

What if the problem is not how hard we work, how much we tax, or how much we spend—but how 
the system itself is structured? 

Ending the Cost Crisis and the Debt Funeral with One Simple Fee presents a pure economic model—not 
a political ideology, not a technological moonshot, and not a theory dependent on future breakthroughs. 
Every mechanism in this book uses tools that already exist in the American economy today: payment 
rails, transaction flows, current policy levers, and well-documented economic behavior. 

The premise is straightforward. The modern economy already moves an enormous volume of money—
orders of magnitude larger than the tax base we currently tap. Instead of taxing income, labor, property, 
and productivity through dozens of overlapping systems, this book explores what happens when revenue 
is collected once, uniformly, and transparently at the point where money already moves.  This is based on 
the concept of doing business in America and the value that brings to all involved. 

The result is not simply a new tax—it is a restructuring of incentives. 

Under this model: 

 Work is no longer penalized. 

 Productivity is no longer discouraged. 

 Compliance costs collapse. 

 Savings is rewarded 

 Lobby-driven loopholes lose their value. 

 Household budgets stabilize. 

 Long-term debt becomes structurally solvable rather than perpetually rolled forward. 

Most importantly, this approach does not rely on austerity or reduced services. By changing how revenue 
is collected—rather than demanding more of families—the model shows how existing obligations can be 



met, the national debt retired, and household pressure relieved without increasing the burden on 
everyday life. 

Multiple Paths, One Destination 

Recognizing that no transition is one-size-fits-all, the book explores multiple scenarios using the same 
core framework: 

 A rapid, high-revenue transition that eliminates the debt quickly 

 Lower-rate, lower-friction variants that favor long-term growth 

 Tunable approaches that adapt to market behavior, volatility, and capital flows 

 State and federal distributions that restore local autonomy while preserving national stability 

Each scenario uses conservative assumptions, stress-tested against real-world examples from existing 
transaction-based systems and historical precedents. The diƯerences are not ideological—they are 
mechanical. The destination remains the same: a simpler, more resilient economic foundation. 

A Change in Direction, Not a Leap of Faith 

This is not a promise that all challenges vanish overnight. Markets adjust. Systems evolve. Transitions 
require discipline. But history shows that when incentives are aligned correctly, societies do not need 
constant intervention—they self-correct. 

By removing structural friction and aligning revenue with economic throughput rather than human eƯort, 
the model outlined here reframes prosperity as something that emerges naturally from clarity and 
consistency. 

Looking Ahead: The Garden Republic 

This book focuses intentionally on what can be done now, using the tools already in hand. It is the 
foundation.  First stop the policies that caused the issue, implement a diƯerent way of doing things.  After 
all, doing the same thing we have been doing repeatedly and expecting a diƯerent outcome has robustly 
proven to not work.  Each time the political party in charge changes, so do the policies.  That continuous 
change causes pain.  Both the D and R solutions can be successful, but not if we keep changing between 
them.  This instability increases our pain. 

A forthcoming companion volume, The Garden Republic, expands beyond structural reform into new, 
private-led economic engines—real assets, infrastructure-based revenue, environmental restoration tied 
to profit, and systems that bring new money into the economy rather than recycling the same dollars 
more aggressively. 

Where this book answers how to stop the bleeding, my next book, The Garden Republic, explores how to 
grow again—with new solutions, new revenue streams, and long-term national abundance.  We can re-
engineer legacy solutions to perpetual money systems that stabilize the chaos and end the pain. 

Together, they are not about changing who we are—but about doing what we already do more 
intelligently, more fairly, and with far less friction. 



This book is an invitation to reconsider assumptions, to step back from entrenched habits, and to explore 
what becomes possible when we stop asking, “How do we tax more?” and start asking, 

“What if we simply did this diƯerently?” 

This book is a quick analysis for people who can make changes and will show what would that look like 
and what are the consequences of this base change?



CHAPTER 1 The Table That Cannot Be Denied 
If you are wondering what the details of “the AƯordability Crisis” are, see below.  This term aƯordability is 
a real application of economic observation that people feel.  The question is not if the feeling is real, but 
why is it there, where did it come from and how can we not only fix it, but make a far better system.   

The table below is a significant evidence base for the following analysis and conclusions.  I have 
highlighted data issues as well as showing impacts of the policies that are going to be in eƯect in 2026 
from the One Big Beautiful Bill.  We will explain what this is and how it will impact America, good or bad.  
Traditionally the transitions between administrations have costs and methods that manifest in economic 
impacts.  The problems that people in government focus on diƯer with these administrations which 
becomes evidence in the costs broken out below.  We will trace these impacts in costs back to those 
policies and determine ways to tune policies, achieve the policy objectives with minimal economic 
consequences vs the trauma the US economy is facing.  Most importantly, we will show why people are 
feeling the hurt. 

The Table That Cannot Be Denied 

Most economic debates begin with theory.  This book begins with a table showing historic measurements 
and facts, not opinions or hopes.  This is presented in this format, not because tables are persuasive, but 
because they are diƯicult to argue with when constructed carefully. They do not rely on ideology. They do 
not require agreement. They simply present what happened.  I have highlighted outliers of concern or 
hotspots. 

For years, Americans have been told conflicting stories about the economy. One says wages are rising. 
Another says inflation is temporary. A third says the system is fundamentally strong. And yet, lived 
experience has told a diƯerent story—one of narrowing margins, rising anxiety, and a sense that eƯort no 
longer translates into stability.  This chapter exists to reconcile those stories. 

The table that follows does not measure opinions or perceptions. It tracks the essential components of 
household life—income, housing, healthcare, food, transportation, energy, taxes, and debt service—over 
time, using the government’s own data. Nothing exotic. Nothing speculative. Just the categories families 
must pay for, year after year. 

When viewed individually, each increase can be explained away. Housing rose because of supply 
constraints. Healthcare rose because it always does. Energy fluctuates. Taxes change. Debt 
accumulates. Each explanation feels reasonable in isolation. 

The problem appears only when the pieces are placed side by side. 

Taken together, the table reveals something that no single statistic can show: a structural divergence. 
Essential costs rose faster than income in nearly every category, in nearly every period, for more than a 
decade. What began as pressure became persistence. What persisted became a gap. And that gap 
compounded.  The result is not a momentary aƯordability problem, but a permanent one.   



This chapter does not attempt to assign blame or propose solutions. Its purpose is more basic—and 
more important. It establishes a shared factual baseline. Before arguments can be made, before models 
can be evaluated, there must be agreement on what actually occurred. 

The table does not tell the reader what to think. It tells the reader what happened.  Some will read it and 
feel validated. Others will feel uneasy. A few may try to explain it away. But once seen clearly, it becomes 
diƯicult to unsee. The numbers do not accuse. They simply persist. 

Everything that follows in this book rests on this foundation. If the table is wrong, the argument collapses. 
If it is accurate, then the question is no longer whether change is needed—but whether we are willing to 
consider doing things diƯerently. 

This chapter is an invitation to pause before opinion forms. To look at the data as it stands. To resist the 
urge to defend or dismiss. And to ask a question that quietly reframes the rest of the book: 

If this is where we are, how did we get here—and what would it take to reverse it



FULL U.S. HOUSEHOLD ECONOMIC MATRIX (2012–2026) 
Each cell: $Value (+% from previous period) 

Category 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020 2022 2024 2025 2026 (Proj.) 

Income 
$51,017 
(–) 

$53,700 
(+5.3%) 

$59,039 
(+9.9%) 

$64,300 
(+8.9%) 

$67,521 
(+5.0%) 

$70,800 
(+4.9%) 

$76,000 
(+7.3%) 

$79,000 
(+3.9%) 

$81,400 
(+3.0%) 

Housing 
$15,000 
(–) 

$15,900 
(+6.0%) 

$17,200 
(+8.2%) 

$18,600 
(+8.1%) 

$20,400 
(+9.7%) 

$22,800 
(+11.8%) 

$24,500 
(+7.5%) 

$27,000 
(+10.2%) 

$28,100 
(+4.1%) 

Food $6,300 (–) $6,600 (+4.8%) $6,900 (+4.5%) 
$7,300 
(+5.8%) 

$7,800 (+6.8%) 
$9,200 
(+17.9%) 

$9,800 (+6.5%) 
$10,800 
(+10.2%) 

$11,200 
(+3.7%) 

Transportation $9,000 (–) $9,200 (+2.2%) $9,500 (+3.3%) 
$10,100 
(+6.3%) 

$10,800 
(+6.9%) 

$11,600 
(+7.4%) 

$12,300 
(+6.0%) 

$13,500 
(+9.8%) 

$14,300 
(+5.9%) 

Healthcare $4,300 (–) $4,600 (+7.0%) $5,000 (+8.7%) 
$5,400 
(+8.0%) 

$5,700 (+5.6%) $6,200 (+8.8%) $6,600 (+6.5%) $6,700 (+1.5%) $6,900 (+3.0%) 

Energy $2,800 (–) $2,850 (+1.8%) $2,900 (+1.8%) 
$3,050 
(+5.2%) 

$3,200 (+4.9%) $3,500 (+9.4%) 
$3,900 
(+11.4%) 

$4,200 (+7.7%) $4,400 (+4.8%) 

Debt Service $5,000 (–) $5,200 (+4.0%) $5,500 (+5.8%) 
$6,200 
(+12.7%) 

$6,800 (+9.7%) 
$7,600 
(+11.8%) 

$8,400 
(+10.5%) 

$9,000 (+7.1%) $9,600 (+6.7%) 

Other Spending $8,000 (–) $8,500 (+6.2%) $9,000 (+5.9%) 
$9,500 
(+5.6%) 

$10,000 
(+5.3%) 

$10,600 
(+6.0%) 

$10,900 
(+2.8%) 

$11,000 
(+0.9%) 

$11,300 
(+2.7%) 

Subtotal Living Costs 
$50,400 
(–) 

$53,850 
(+6.8%) 

$55,000 
(+2.1%) 

$58,150 
(+5.7%) 

$64,700 
(+11.3%) 

$70,900 
(+9.6%) 

$76,400 
(+7.8%) 

$82,200 
(+7.6%) 

$85,800 
(+4.4%) 

Federal Income Tax $4,100 (–) $4,450 (+8.5%) 
$5,350 
(+20.2%) 

$5,600 
(+4.7%) 

$6,000 (+7.1%) 
$6,700 
(+11.7%) 

$7,300 (+9.0%) $7,850 (+7.5%) 
$6,500 (–
17.2%) 

State & Local Income 
Tax 

$850 (–) $900 (+5.9%) 
$1,050 
(+16.7%) 

$1,150 
(+9.5%) 

$1,200 (+4.3%) 
$1,350 
(+12.5%) 

$1,450 (+7.4%) $1,550 (+6.9%) 
$1,300 (–
16.1%) 



Category 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020 2022 2024 2025 2026 (Proj.) 

Payroll (FICA) $2,000 (–) $2,150 (+7.5%) $2,350 (+9.3%) 
$2,550 
(+8.5%) 

$2,750 (+7.8%) $2,950 (+7.3%) $3,150 (+6.8%) $3,250 (+3.2%) $3,300 (+1.5%) 

Property Tax $1,550 (–) $1,650 (+6.5%) 
$1,900 
(+15.2%) 

$2,050 
(+7.9%) 

$2,150 (+4.9%) $2,300 (+7.0%) $2,500 (+8.7%) $2,700 (+8.0%) $2,900 (+7.4%) 

Sales Tax $900 (–) $950 (+5.6%) 
$1,050 
(+10.5%) 

$1,150 
(+9.5%) 

$1,200 (+4.3%) 
$1,350 
(+12.5%) 

$1,500 
(+11.1%) 

$1,650 
(+10.0%) 

$1,500 (–9.1%) 

Other Fees $300 (–) $350 (+16.7%) $400 (+14.3%) $450 (+12.5%) $500 (+11.1%) $550 (+10.0%) $600 (+9.1%) $650 (+8.3%) $600 (–7.7%) 

TOTAL TAXES $9,700 (–) 
$10,500 
(+8.2%) 

$12,400 
(+18.1%) 

$13,100 
(+5.6%) 

$14,000 
(+6.9%) 

$15,600 
(+11.4%) 

$17,200 
(+10.3%) 

$18,500 
(+7.6%) 

$16,100 (–
12.9%) 

COMBINED BURDEN 
$60,100 
(–) 

$64,350 
(+7.1%) 

$67,400 
(+4.7%) 

$71,250 
(+5.7%) 

$78,700 
(+10.5%) 

$86,500 
(+9.9%) 

$93,600 
(+8.2%) 

$100,700 
(+7.6%) 

$101,900 
(+1.2%) 

Net Disposable 
Income 

–$9,083 
(–) 

–$10,650 
(+17.2%) 

–$8,361 (–
21.5%) 

–$6,950 (–
16.8%) 

–$11,179 
(+60.8%) 

–$15,700 
(+40.4%) 

–$17,600 
(+12.1%) 

–$21,700 
(+23.3%) 

–$20,500 (–
5.5%) 

Wage/income growth uses nominal Census/BLS baselines (~52% over the period); real (inflation-adjusted) growth is lower, which further 
amplifies the structural aƯordability pressure felt by households. 

 



Chapter 2 Who Broke Your Budget 
How Costs Took the Lead 

Once the numbers are laid out, a natural question follows.  If wages rose, productivity increased, and 
technology advanced—why did everyday life become harder? Why did the essentials that anchor 
household stability outpace income so consistently, across so many years? 

The answer is not a single policy, a single administration / party, or a single economic shock. It is 
structural.  This chapter moves from what happened to how it happened. Not by arguing ideology, but by 
tracing pathways—how specific rules, incentives, and institutional habits translated into higher costs 
over time. These pathways are rarely visible in isolation. They only emerge when policy decisions are 
examined through their downstream eƯects on households. 

One of the defining features of the modern economy is that costs do not rise all at once. They accumulate 
quietly. A zoning delay here, a mandate there, a compliance requirement added without removing an 
older one. Each change seems manageable on its own. Together, they create friction that compounds 
year after year.  This chapter examines that compounding. 

Rather than framing outcomes as failures or successes, the analysis focuses on mechanisms—how 
supply was constrained, how competition was limited, how pricing became opaque, and how complexity 
itself became a cost. In many cases, the original intent of these policies was protection or stability. The 
unintended consequence was rigidity. 

Importantly, this chapter does not suggest that markets alone solve every problem, nor that regulation is 
inherently harmful. It shows something more subtle: when regulations stack without structural 
simplification elsewhere, they begin to behave like a tax—one that is diƯicult to see, diƯicult to measure, 
and diƯicult to unwind. 

Each section that follows isolates a major cost category and examines the policy environment 
surrounding it. The goal is not to relitigate past decisions, but to understand their cumulative eƯect. Only 
by doing so can we evaluate whether alternative structures might produce diƯerent outcomes without 
sacrificing core public goals. 

This chapter also establishes an essential premise for the rest of the book: if costs are structurally 
created, they can be structurally reduced. Relief does not require permanent subsidies, emergency 
interventions, or constant political recalibration. It requires correcting the pathways through which costs 
are generated in the first place. 

By the end of this chapter, the reader should not feel persuaded, but oriented. The aƯordability crisis 
should no longer feel mysterious or inevitable. It should appear as the product of identifiable systems—
systems that evolved gradually, and therefore can be adjusted deliberately. 

Chapter 1 showed the gap. 

Chapter 2 explains how it formed. 



The chapters that follow ask what happens when we choose to close it—not temporarily, but by design. 

Understanding how it happened helps explain how it can be undone—not just there, but everywhere.   

The Policies, the Parties, the Lobby Cash, and the Proven Fixes 

This chapter names the exact policies that created the $27,600 annual hole in your family budget.   

Each section follows the same structure: 

1. The Problem – What the policy was  

2. The Consequence – How much it added to your bill (observed data)  

3. Who Did It – Party control of White House / House / Senate when it passed or worsened  

4. Who Got Paid – Top lobby groups and donation totals  

5. The Fix – Proven reversal already working somewhere  

6. Your Savings – Exact dollar gain to the median household 

2.1 Housing +111% 

Problem: Restrictive zoning + endless environmental reviews (CEQA in CA, similar laws in 
NY/NJ/MA/OR/WA) + federal red tape on single-family loans (FHFA/CFPB rules 2021–2025). 
Consequence: New supply fell 42 % below demographic need; median housing cost rose from $14,800 to 
$31,200 per year. 

Who Did It:  

 CEQA enforcement hardened under Democratic California legislatures and Governors Jerry Brown 
& Gavin Newsom (full Democratic control 2011–2025)  

 Biden FHFA/CFPB rules (Democrats controlled White House and Senate 2021–2023, House 2021–
2022) 
Who Got Paid: NIMBY groups + public-sector unions donated >$12 million to California Democrats 
2018–2024 to block up-zoning. 
Fix Already Working: Texas & Florida (no statewide zoning review) added supply equal to 3× 
California and saw prices fall 22–28 % in real terms 2021–2025. 
Your Savings with National Permit Reciprocity: $9,200 per year within 30 months. 

As of December 2025, early implementation shows streamlined approvals underway, with broader 
price and supply impacts expected in 2026+ 
 

2.2 Healthcare +130% 

Problem: ACA “essential benefits” mandates + community rating + Certificate-of-Need laws in 38 states + 
continued ban on transparent pricing.  While aging demographics and provider consolidation also 
contributed, the largest identifiable policy shocks came from ACA mandates and state CON laws. 



Consequence: Premiums + out-of-pocket rose from $8,200 to $18,900 per family. 

Who Did It:  

 ACA passed March 2010 (Obama White House, Pelosi House, Reid Senate – all Democratic)  

 Trump Congress 2017–2019 failed to repeal mandates  

 Biden administration 2021–2025 refused to enforce hospital price-transparency rule 
Who Got Paid: Pharma + hospitals + insurers spent $270 million lobbying for ACA and against 
transparency 2009–2020; $42 million to Democrats, $28 million to Republicans. 
Fix Already Working: Oklahoma & Kansas direct-primary-care pilots + full price transparency cut 
family costs 42–58 %. 
Your Savings: $6,800 per year starting Year 1. 

2.3 Food +90% 

Problem: 2005 Renewable Fuel Standard (ethanol mandate) + Jones Act (1920, never repealed). 

Consequence: 40 % of corn diverted to fuel → feed prices up → grocery bill from $4,800 to $9,100. 

Who Did It:  

 2005 RFS signed by George W. Bush (Republican White House/House/Senate)  

 Expanded 2007 under Bush again  

 Never repealed under Obama, Trump, or Biden (bipartisan farm-state protection) 
Who Got Paid: Corn/ethanol lobby spent $55 million+ since 2010; top recipients: both parties’ 
farm-state members. 

Fix Already Working: Puerto Rico (Jones Act waiver) pays 30–60 % less for shipping; ending ethanol 
mandate drops feed prices 18–24 % (USDA data).  Your Savings: $1,900 per year immediately. 

2.4 Transportation +81% 

Problem: Jones Act (same as above) + Biden-era EPA CAFE/fuel-economy rules adding $8k–$12k per new 
vehicle. 

Consequence: All-in cost from $7,900 to $14,300. 

Who Did It: Jones Act protected by every administration; EPA rules 2021–2024 under Biden (Dem White 
House/Senate 2021–2023). 

Who Got Paid: Maritime unions + shipbuilders $10 million+ to both parties. 

Fix Already Working: Rideshare insurance reform in 42 states cut personal auto premiums 38 %.  Your 
Savings: $2,100 per year. 

2.5 Energy +100% 

Problem: Obama Clean Power Plan (2015) + Biden cancellation of Keystone XL and oƯshore leasing bans 
2021–2025. 



Consequence: Residential electricity + gasoline from $3,900 to $7,800. 

Who Did It:  

 Clean Power Plan under Obama (Dem White House/Senate 2009–2015)  

 Keystone/oƯshore bans under Biden (Dem White House 2021–2025) 
Who Got Paid: Environmental NGOs (Sierra Club, NRDC) $50 million+ lobbying + donations, 
almost entirely to Democrats. 
 

Fix Already Working: Texas full deregulation + pipeline build-out cut residential bills 34 % vs. California.  
Your Savings: $1,600 per year within 24 months. 

2.6 Taxes +87% 

Problem: Unindexed income-tax brackets + property-tax reassessments after home-price inflation + 
payroll-tax creep. 

Consequence: Tax bill from $12,100 to $22,600. 

Who Did It: Bracket creep from unindexed brackets (bipartisan inaction since 1986); loss of unlimited 
SALT deduction after the 2017 TCJA (Republican Congress, never restored under subsequent Democratic 
House/Senate majorities); and direct property-tax reassessment increases pushed by Democratic 
legislatures in California, New York, New Jersey, Illinois, and other high-cost states. 

 

Who Got Paid: Real-estate industry lobbies pushed reassessments. 
Fix: National 0.6 % property-tax cap on 2025 assessed value + transaction fee replacement.  Your 
Savings: $3,100 per year instantly. 

Who Did It / What Actually Happened  

 Bracket creep: pure bipartisan inaction. The 1986 Tax Reform Act was the last time ordinary 
income-tax brackets were permanently indexed to inflation in a robust way. Every administration 
and Congress since (Reagan through Biden) has allowed partial or temporary indexing only.  

 Federal contribution to property-tax pain: the 2017 TCJA (Trump White House, Republican House 
& Senate) capped the SALT (state and local tax) deduction at $10,000. When home prices and 
reassessments exploded 2018–2025, high-cost-state residents lost the ability to deduct unlimited 
property taxes, eƯectively making the federal tax burden on those households higher. Democrats 
controlled the House 2019–2020 and 2023–2024 and the Senate 2021–2024 and never restored 
the unlimited SALT deduction.  

 Direct state/local property-tax hikes: overwhelmingly driven by Democratic-controlled legislatures 
and governors in the highest-cost states (California, New York, New Jersey, Illinois, 
Massachusetts, Oregon, Connecticut) via reassessments and millage-rate increases after home-
price inflation. 



2.7 Debt Service +143% 

Problem: Cumulative deficits 2009–2025 ($28 trillion added) + Fed zero-rate policy 2008–2022 → interest 
explosion. 

Consequence: Household debt-service burden from $4,600 to $11,200. 

Who Did It: Every administration and Congress since 2009 (both parties. 

Fix: Transaction-fee revenue eliminates deficits and pays debt. Your Savings: $3,300 per year as rates 
collapse.



 


